
We are jubilant that DEC denied all permits for the disastrous sewage 
sludge biochar plant proposed in the town of Moreau. This was the right 
decision.  Saratoga Biochar did not provide data to back up its claims and 
did not answer many critical questions that the DEC asked multiple times. 
Given the company's failure to play by the rules, DEC had no choice but to 
deny the permits.  

In comments and DEC hearings, we expressed concerns that the project, 
which used unproven, experimental technology, had the potential to 
threaten the future health of thousands of area residents, our air, soil, and 
water. We feared a train wreck for the people of Moreau and for 
state-designated Disadvantaged Communities in Hudson Falls and Glens 
Falls. These communities do not need another environmental catastrophe
—not with GE’s PCBs, and pollution from Finch paper, the trash incinerator, 
and Sterigenics already overburdening these communities.  

According to DEC, Saratoga Biochar's air permit application was based on 
extrapolation from the results of two small-scale, single-batch tests. Yet, the 
company claimed it could make fertilizer from 15% of the state’s sewage 
sludge. Sewage sludge is a contaminated waste material produced by 
wastewater treatment plants. It’s the material leftover after wastewater is 
treated and released into our rivers and bays. Sewage sludge contains 
many toxic substances, including PFAS “forever chemicals,” heavy metals, 
and hundreds, if not thousands, of different toxic chemicals flushed down 
the drain and discharged by industrial plants into the sewer system. 

CAAN joined the fight against this project in March 2022, when a 
concerned resident requested our assistance. At first people felt that the
 odds were against them and that it was “a done deal” that they were 



powerless to stop. We are proud to have helped change their perception, 
and pleased that we could offer some tools and bring in new allies that 
made their struggle against the threat of another polluter more effective.  

The outpouring of concern and action against this flawed project was 
inspiring. People did not give up, but stood strong. They made signs that 
said things like, “We are not guinea pigs,” They submitted 500 comments to 
DEC opposing the project. They educated their neighbors and their elected 
officials. They even voted out the main proponent of the project, former 
town supervisor Todd Kuznierz, by a huge landslide. Citizens demonstrated 
that they can defend their community and make a difference. 

This victory would never have happened without everyone involved. Our 
partnership with community residents, local groups, and environmental 
organizations, big and small, made it possible. The grassroots group, Not 
Moreau, was an essential partner in this two and a half year campaign. 
Together we will celebrate this win. Going forward, we will continue to help 
other communities defend their health and well-being. 
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